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PRESIDENT CHOSEN 
Margaret Clapp, Professor, Historian, Alumna 
Will Assume College Presidency After July 1 
Miss Margaret Clapp, histor-
ian and Pulitzer Prize winner, 
will become the eighth presi-
dent of Wellesley College, suc-
ceeding Mildrea McAfee Horton. 
A Wellesley alumna, member 
of the Class of 1930, Miss Clapp 
will take office on July 1 but 
will not be in residence on the 
campus until next fall. 
Miss Clapp was elected at a 
special meeting of the Board 
held last night in Brookline at 
the home of Mrs. Theodore C. 
Haffenreffer, a trustee of the 
College and chairman of 
75th Anniversary Fund. 
nominating _committee of nine 
representatives of the trustees, 
alumnae and faculty unanimous-
ly recommended Miss Clapp's 
election, after considering the 
qualificatkms of more than 15 
persons suggested as possible 
candidates, the Rev. Dr. Palfrey 
Perkins, Chairman of the Board, 
said. 
l\'Iiss Clapp Led C. G. 
A historian, biographer 
college professor, Miss Clapp has 
been an assistant professor of 
history at Brooklyn College, 
New York, since 1947. She was 
awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 
1948 for her biography, Forgot-
ten First Citizen: John Bigelow, 
written as a thesis for the Ph. 
D. degree, which she received 
from Columbia in 1946. 
The second alumna president 
in the history of Wellesley and 
the first to be invited to return 
to the College to assume the 
presidency, Miss Clapp will en-
ter upon her duties next fall as 
the College opens its 75th ses-
sion. She was graduated from 
Wellesley in 1930, and when a 
senior was president of College 
Government. 
Miss Clapp received the M. A. 
degree in 1937 and the Ph. D. in 
1946, both from Columbia Uni-
versity. Her field is American 
history. In addition to the prize-
winning biography, her publica-
tions include "The Social and 
Cultural Scene" in The Greater 
City, edited by Nevins and Krout. 
She was the first woman to 
teach in the history department 
at The College of the City of 
New York, where she was on 
the faculty from 1942 until 1944. 
She also taught history at the 
New Jersey College for Women 
in 1945-46 and .the Columbia 
University Gener.al Sessions in 
1946-47. Before entering the field 
of college teaching, for eleven 
years, from 1930 to 1941, she 
taught in secondary schools in 
New York City, first at The Tod-
hunter School and then, after 
its amalgamation with the Dal-
ton School, at the Dalton Schools. 
Does Research During War 
During the war Miss Clapp 
served ·as a research assistant 
with the British Broadcasting 
Company in 1942-43 and as a re-
search associate with the Amer-
ican Red Cross in 1945. 
Miss Clapp was born on April 
11, 1910, in East Orange, New 
Shelburne 
Miss Margaret Clapp 
Jersey, and at lend e d public 
schools there before entering 
Wellesley in 1926. She is the 
daughter of Mrs. Alfred Chapin 
Clapp and the late Mr. Clapp. On 
her father's side she is descended 
from Puritans who came to the 
United States from England and 
ScoU.and in the 1620's and 1630's, 
and on her mother's from Lu th-
erans who left Germany in the 
middle 19th century. Her sister, 
Lois Clapp Olds, and a brother , 
Alfred C. Clapp, live in Mont-
clair, New Jersey, while another 
brother, Oliver H. Clapp, makes 
his home in Weston, Connecti-
cut. 
Miss Clapp is a member of the 
American Historical Association, 
the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association, the American Asso-
dation of University Professors, 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Wellesley Club of 
New York, and the Pen and 
Brush. 
Follow Established Tradition 
In selecting a woman to fill 
the position, the trustees have 
followed the policy initiated by 
the founders ·of the College to 
have a woman president. This 
precept was defined by the Na-
tion in an article on the election 
of President Ellen Fitz Pendle-
ton in 1911: "It is an anomaly 
that women shoula be permitted 
to enter upon an intellectual 
career and should not be per-
mitted to look forward to the 
natural rewards of successful 
labor." 
A.though only Miss Pendleton 
of Wellesley's ·seven previous 
presidents was an alumna, all 
but three-the first, Miss Ada 
Howard, the fifth, Miss Caroline 
Hazard, and Mrs. Horton -
were professors at Wellesley 
before they became its presi-
dent. The second president, Miss 
Alice Freeman, later the wife of 
George Herbert Palmer, taught 
history; Miss Helen Shafer and 
Miss Pendleton taught mathe-
matics and the latter was also 
dean of the College; Mrs. Julia 
Irvine was a member of the de-
partment of Greek. 
Will Be Third Youngest 
President 
Miss Clapp, who is 39, will be 
the third youngest president to 
assume the responsibilities of 
her office. Miss Freeman became 
president at the age of 26 and 
Miss McAfee at 36. 
Mrs. Horton, whose resigna-
tion was accepted by the trus-
tees on October 22 to become 
effective when her successor 
took office, has served as presi-
dent sl.ncc 1936. As Captam 
Mildred H. McAfee she was the 
first director of the WAVES. 
The members of the nominat-
ing committee who recommended 
her appointment are: Dr. Per-
kins, Minister of King's Chapel, 
Boston, who served as chairman; 
0. Kelley Anderson, of Boston, 
president of the Consolidated In-
vestment Trust; Miss Mary L. 
Coolidge, professor of Philosophy 
at Wellesley°; Mrs. Theodore C. 
Haffenreffer, of Brookline; Mrs. 
Harold D. Hynds, of Scarsdale, 
N. Y., and Mrs. Lee B. Morey, 
New York City, alumnae trus-
tees; Dr. John C. Schroeder, 
Master of Calhoun College and 
professor of Religion at Yale 
University, New Haven, Conn.; 
Edward Weeks, of Boston, editor 
of the Atlantic Monthly; Miss 
Ella Keats Whiting, dean of in-
struction and professor of Eng-
lish at Wellesley. 
by Pal/my Perkins 
Chcl'irman of the Boar d of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees ha given me the honor and priv-
ilege of making an announcement of momentous concern to 
the College. At a special meeting held June 3, 1949, the Board 
elected as President of Wellesley College, Margaret Clapp, 
Wellesley 1930. 
If it had seemed tactful for 
an outgoing president to des-
cribe her personal choice for 
incoming president my des-
cription of a successor would 
have read something like this: 
The eighth president should 
preferably be a Wellesley 
alumna of about the Class of 
1930. She should have achieved 
such recognition as a scholar 
that her appointment would 
assure her faculty colleagues 
and their friends in other col-
leges that Wellesley's academic 
distinction will be safeguarded 
during her administration. She 
should be a person of such 
poise and humor that she 
would create immediate confi-
dence in her judgment on non-
academic matters where sym-
pathetic understanding of peo-
ple is needed. She should be 
mterested in education as a 
-strand in the larger cultural 
complex of this twentieth cen-
tury, a person of broad inter-
ests rooted deep in America's 
spiritual heritage. She should 
have abiding respect for Wel-
lesley College and a critically 
constructive attitude toward 
it. It would be better for her 
to come to office from outside 
the college-although there 
are plenty of potential col-
lege presidents on the faculty 
and staff- because a new ap-
proach to old problems is a 
refreshing and stimulating 
by-product of the appoint-
ment of a new president. 
It is quite clear that no such 
description is now necessary. 
All I need to say is that a mag-
nificent "searching committee" 
has nominated and a wise 
Board of Trustees has appoint-
ed the ideal successor, Margar-
et Clapp. It is with joy and 
confidence that I welcome her 
to the presidency and com-
mend her enthusiastically to 
all the groups which constitute 
a great college. 
-Mildred McAfee Horton 
This action is based on the 
firm conviction that in Margaret 
Clapp the College wlll have a 
leader who will honor Welles-
ley's highest tradition and ful-
fill Wellesley's highest hopes. 
We .are, of course, delighted to 
have found a Wellesley Alumna 
to head the College. We con-
sider that her experience in 
some of the most rugged testing 
classrooms in our democratic 
system has given to her unusual 
wisdom and strength. We rec-
ognize her distiction as a schol-
ar, and as the winner of the 
1948 Pulitzer Prize for Biogra-
phy. Above all, we believe that 
her formed and decisive mind, 
her fearless and affirmative at-
titude, her quickness of obser-
vation, her delightful sense of 
humor, and her inner serenity of 
spirit, are quite extraordinary 
qualifications for the great op-
portunity at Wellesley. 
With a sure confidence in her 
capacities as ian administrator, 
and with a deep faith in her . 
qualities as a human being, the 
Board presents her to the Col-
lege and bespeaks for her a 
hearty welcome. We believe that 
she will walk worthily in the 
honorable succession of Welles-
ley Presidents and that she will 
lead the College, humbly but 
bravely, into a bright and happy 
future. 
WELCOME 
As members of the student 
body of Wellesley College we of 
the NEWS staff are very proud 
to extend a warm and enthusi-
astic welcome to our next Pres-
ident, Miss Margaret Clapp. As 
newspaperwomen, we are very 
pleased to have been able to an-
nounce to the college community 
and the world the identity of the 
new President. 
The prospect of a new head of 
the College has of course pro-
vided material for speculation .in 
dormitories and around the cam-
pus all year. Now that the sus-
pense is over and we have been 
thrilled and gratified by the 
choice of the Trustees, we have 
only to resign ourselves in pa-
tience and look forward to meet-
ing her! Incidentally, some of 
us had the opportunity of view-
ing the new presiden_t unawares 
at a history lecture given here 
by Miss Clapp on March 14 of 
this year. 
We have already come to ap-
preciate at Wellesley the im-
portance of the contribution of 
the President of the College to 
all phases of its life. The modern 
college president, ·as we have 
known her, is respected and ad-
mired as a friend because she is 
a delightful person to know. She 
is an active participant in the 
affairs of College Government 
and student organizations as 
well as in college administra-
tion. From advance reports, we 
feel that Miss Clapp fits our 
ideal more perfectly than we 
ever dreamed would be possible 
again. 
We are proud that Miss Clapp 
is willing and ready to take OP.. 
the responsibility of becoming 
our President. We trust that 
she wm enjoy knowing and 
working with us as much as we 
are anticipating working with and 
knowing her. We hope that as 
college girls we will meet her 
standards. We suspect, however, 
that Wellesley has not changed 
too much since 1930! 
Above all, we sincerely want 
to wish Miss Clapp much hap-
piness and personal satisfaction 
in her new task. The presidency 
of ,a privately endowed liberal 
arts college is not an easy un-
dertaking; it is a particularly 
difficult one for the years ahead. 
We know that she can meet and 
surmount whatever problems lie 
in store, but we also hope she 
will have a very, very good time. 
